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Fourth-year University of Illinois College of Medicine student Amy ObendorfexaminesRachel
Baddorf at the UIC Primary Care Clinic in Mount Morris TUesday. ' ' ,

Med scboolgets'first
dQJ)",~ fat expansion
By ELIZABETH NENDICK
Rockfdrd,Reg;$U!r$tar

ROCKFORD.:..".Rockford's
medical college is getting$1.5
million from COngress to expand
a program that trains dOCtors,,
and other h~fllth-care profes-
sionals for practice in wlder-
served rural communities.

,Officialsgathered ,Tuesday at
the Universi~o[pIinois COllege,

, of MedicineaLRockford to,
annoWlcethe,funding, which
COngress passed Iastweek in the ,

2003 spending bill~ , "

The money represents ,the ,

first signifiqmt funding for a $24 "

millionexpansiol1ofthecoll~e's,'
program in rural health educa-
tion. The coll~e plans to erect a ,.

four-story, 72,OOO-square-foot
building on the Parkview
Avenuecampus. .

"This is the leading school of
medicine in the country for get~ .
ting peopl~prepared to work in
rural medical education," said
UB. Rep. Don Manzullo, R-
Egan, who helped secure the
funding. "We have,h real oppor-
tunity to get on thefmap.:'

No construction date has "

been set; and the addition is
expected to open in five.to seven
years. The college/is planning a
fund-raising campaign for the

. restofthemoney. ,

"This is a first step," said the
coIl~e's dean, Bernard Salafsky.

I "Dollars will lead to other dol-
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lars. There will be multiple
avenues of support"

CLARCORemeritus chair-
man Larry Gloyd and The
Alford Group of Evanston are
leadinga $30,000Studyto deter-
mine how much money ,canbe
raised through a commUnity
campaign. "",

The buildingprojeet, first
annoWlcedin August 2001,rep-
resents the medical college's
biggestexpansion sinceit erect-
ed a six-story building in 1975,
shortlyafter opening.,Thearchi-
teet is' Larson arid Darby of
Rockford.

The building expansion is
part ofthe co~e's visionto cre-
ate a nationalmodelfor the edu-

,cation ofhealtb professionalsin
rural areas. The college's rural
educationprogram began train-

ing'poclors in 1993, then added
classes for nUI"b1ng,public health!
and pharmaceutical studies in
2000. '

The program mightadd s~-
, cialties such as dentistry,phy:;;i-
cal therapy, social work and
nutrition incoming years..

Illinois ranks No.8 in the
cotll1t:iyforshortages of health
professional. About 75 percent
of the state's rural coWltiesare
considered, medically Wlder-
served.

, By creating the National Cen':
tel' for Rural Health Professions"
college officials wantRockford
to be a leader for the COWltry'S
12 other rural health programs, :
initiating ~h and analyzing
public policy related to health
care in rural areas.

"This center has the potential
to set itself up as a model for
training rural health professiom
aIs, to bring people from around
the world and show them how
this is done,"Salafsky said.

Rockford's rural medical pro-
gram has a broader range of :;;pe-
,cialties than similar colleges, said
Michael G1asser,assi,5tant dean
for rural health profeSsions. The .

program has graduated 39 stu-
dents. Of those with jobs, 77 per-
cent work in rural commw-lities
- a greater share than those
from other u.S. medical schools.
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