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Medicalschoolmay.get fund
Money would help train professionals to serve in ruralareas
ByELIZABETHDAVIES Jl/~~/ 03 $1.5million in federal funding medi~ ~h and training.
RockfordRegisterStar annoUncedin February by u.S. A fund-raising campaign

ROCKFORD - The Uni- Rep. Doli Manzullo, R-Egan. for the rest of money needed
versity of Illinois Collegeof . TheCollegeofmediciner,is for the project is planned to
Medicineat Rockfordstands to one of the few schools in the start in 20O4~The college also
gain $400,000in federal funds country and in the world that will continue seeking federal
toward effortsto expand train- provides a l'Uralmedical cur- and state funding.
ing for.health-care profession" riculum," said Manzullo, who The college's major focus
als in rural communities. pushed for.additional money is becoming a leader in rural

Themoneyispartofa 2004 to be includedin the bill. -health research and public .

spendingbillthat Congressis - "Thisfundingwillimprove policyanalysis.It alsolooksto
expectedtovoteonin coming the health care for rural train a larger poolof health-
weeks.The fundswouldhelp- Americans.It will also boost care professionals-for rural
the collegebuilda $24million Rockford'sstatus as-aleader Illinoiscounties. -
facilitythat will house the inmedicaltrainingandtreat- ' Illinoisrankseighthamong
National Center for. Rural ment in America." the 50 states for shortagesof
HealthProfessionsonthe col- In October,the medicalcol- healthprofessionals.About75
lege'sParkviewAvenuecam- lege received $6.4 million percent of the state's rural
pus. " fromtheNationalInstitutesof countiesaremedicallytinder-

Themoneycomesontopof Health to use toward rural served. -.
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The medical college
already trains doctors,nurses,
public health professionals
and pharmacists for practice
in rural communities. It wants
to add classes for dentists,
social workers, physical ther-
apists and nutritionists.

Rural tr~ing for post-
graduate resident doctors will

begin in July at KSB Hospital
in Dixrm,the first program of
its kind in the state.

"Mr. Manzullo's vision has
been a committed supporter
of the College of Medicine
because I believe he under-
stands the value the college
brings to the greater Rockford
community," said -Bernard
Salafsky, college dean. "We
are most appreciative."

The rural,medicine pro-
gram has been training doc-
tors since 1993and graduated
55 students. Of those, 60 per-
cent are practicing in rural
areas.
Contact: edavies@registerstar
towe~com; 815-987-1341


