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Manzullo secu~esanoth'er$l' million
to help fund. Belvidere' sAg~ Tech Park

. .

S
BELVIDERE- Congressman

Don Manzullo (R-Egan)
announced last' week he has
secured an additional $1 million in
a Congressional appropriations bill
to help establish a high tech
research facility in Belvidere to

- studv and bring to market new uses
.for agricultLiraTproducts. .

The project funding, which
Manzullorequested earlier this
year. appears in the Energy and
Water Appropriations conference
repo!'!,which the House and Senate
are expected to approve next week
before seliding it to the President
for his signatu?e.Manzullosecured
$500,000 for the project in the last
federal appropriations process. -

The New Uses Information and
Enb:epreneur Development Center
in Belvidere .is a high-tech small

business economic development
palinership in the works for several

'years among the City of Belvidere"
Boone County, Growth
Dimensions(local economic devel-
opment group), Northern -Illinois
University, Rock Valley.college,
the IIIinois Department of
,Commerce, the U.S.Depmiment of
Agricul(ure and the National
Center for AgricuIturalUtil ization
Research in Peoria.

The ag-tech center is designed'to
be housed in a 40,000 square foot
building located along Interstate 90
near the Belvidere exit ramp. The
conceptofthe business incubator is
to provide a centjjillizedlocation to
commercialize ag-tech research
taking place in Illinois and around
the country. It will help entrepr'e-
nelli'swho have potentia!nd'w uses

for farm products research their
ideas and bring them to market.

Manzullo said the ag-tech6enter,
along with the manufacturing tech-
nology center in Rockford; will
help identify the Greater Rockford-
Belvidere region as one of our
nation's high-tech manufacturing
and research hubs.

"This new research'and commer-
cialization center in Belvidere will'
crate exciting jobs .and . business
venturesfcir fanners and manufac-
turers in northern fllinois. It will
complement ollr regional efforts to
ensure our residents prosper deep
into the 21st Century," Manzullo
said. "This is another. exanwle of
northern fllinois usipg whgt it ha? - "
our strong fanning base - 'to create
unique opportuniti(!s for our peo-
ple," .
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Congressman Don Manzullo. and Cit'fo.fBelvidere Mayor Fred
BreretondisclJssthe$lmiliiongrant secured by Manzullo for
th~'tdevelopment'ofth~Newmses Ag~Tech Park in Belvidere. .


