@ongress of the United States
MWashington, DC 20515

November 19, 2009

Governor Pat Quinn
Office of the Governor
207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Governor Quinn:

As we move forward with a dignified and precise discussion regarding the cost, security
and legal issues regarding the transfer of Al Qaeda/Taliban detainees from U.S. Naval
Station, Guantanamo Bay to a future military-controlled detention facility in Thomson,
Illinois, we would like you to provide answers to the following questions so that our
delegation, state legislature and people of Illinois can learn the details of your proposal.

After informal briefings by the Bureau of Prisons and Department of Defense, the
Administration has not scheduled any follow-up briefings for members of Congress in
Illinois. No future briefings are scheduled.

As you know, Kansas Gov. Sebelius formally raised concerns with Secretary Gates when
she was approached by the Administration with a similar proposal. We have attached a
copy of her letter of January 28 for your reference.

We ask that you consider these issues which must in any case be resolved if this plan
moves forward. We believe the elected representatives of Illinois, in Washington and
Springfield, should review the answers to these questions as we consider this proposal.
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Encl. Gov. Sebelius Letter to Secretary of Defense Gates, January 28, 2009
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Topie A: Military Commissions, Civilian Trials, Prolonged Detention
Background:

In his May 2 speech at the National Archives, President Obama divided the
detainees into five categories: 1) those to be tried by civilian courts, 2) those to be
tried by military commission, 3) those ordered released by the courts, 4) detainees
determined safe for release to foreign countries, and 5) detainees so dangerous
that they can never be prosecuted and must be held indefinitely.

Questions:

1. Of detainees set to be transferred to Thomson, how many would be
selected for trial by civilian court?

a. By what legal precedent will you be prosecuting enemy
combatants in a civilian court?

b. Without having been read Miranda rights, what are the chances
enemy combatants could win release by entering civilian court?

¢. Where would these trials take place?
d. Where would such detainees be housed during the trial?

e. What steps will be needed to ensure the security of prosecutors,
judges, juries and their families?

2. Of detainees set to be transferred to Thomson, how many would be
selected for trial by military commission?

a. Where would these commissions take place?
b. Where would such detainees be housed during the trial?

c. What steps will be needed to ensure the security of the
prosecutors, judges, and their families?

3. Of detainees set to be transferred to Thomson, how many fall into
President Obama’s fifth category — those too dangerous for trial or
release?






