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Thank you all for being here with us today. On behalf of the House Manufacturing Caucus, I would like to welcome you to today’s briefing on Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms. 
Many small- and medium-sized American manufacturers that lose jobs and sales because of import competition are eligible for technical assistance through the TAA for Firms program. Sponsored by the Commerce Department, TAA helps companies compete with foreign producers. 
This important program was recently expanded to include trade-affected service firms and workers affected by offshoring or outsourcing to all countries, including China and India. The program is facing a test now, though, as Congress looks at short- and long-term extensions in conjunction with other trade deals and policies in a tough budget environment.  

These challenging economic times require that we use every tool in our toolbox, though, and I applaud the work that TAA for Firms has done in the 16th District of Illinois and across the country. 
I’d like to thank the regional directors from the Trade Adjustment Assistance Centers who have joined us here today. I encourage all of you to meet your TAAC representative personally before you leave. 
I’d also like to welcome Marla Gorges, Director of the Southeastern TAAC, as well as the leaders of Albany-Chicago Company from Wisconsin and Prospect Machine Products from Connecticut. Thanks so much for coming out to share your insight, and I look forward to hearing about your experiences.
